HOLD

IN YOUR ROOM OR AREA.

There are situations that require students and staff to
remain in their classrooms or stay out of access areas. For
example, an altercation in the hallway may require keep-
ing students out of the halls until it is resolved. A medical
issue may require only one area to be cleared, with halls
still open in case outside medical assistance is required.

During a Hold, there may be a need for students who are
not in a classroom to proceed to an area where they can
be supervised and remain safe.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
The public address for Hold is: “Hold in your room or
area. Clear the Halls.”

It is repeated twice each time the public address is per-
formed. There may be a need to add directives for stu-
dents who are not in a classroom, at lunch, or some other
location where they should remain until the Hold is lifted.
“Hold in your room or area. Clear the Halls.

Hold in your room or area. Clear the Halls.”

An example of a medical emergency message would be:
“Students and staff, please Hold in the cafeteria or your

room. We're attending to a medical situation near the
office.”

PUBLIC ADDRESS - RELEASE
A Hold Action can be released by Public Address.

When it’s been resolved:

“Students and staff, the Hold is released. All clear.
Thank you for your assistance in making this Hold work
smoothly.”

INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM

The School Incident Command System should be initi-
ated.

HOLD

In Your Room or Area.

ACTIONS

Students and teachers are to remain in their classroom or
area, even if there is a scheduled class change until the
all-clear is announced.

Students and staff in common areas, like a cafeteria or a
gym, may be asked to remain in those areas or move to
adjoining areas like a locker room.

Students and staff outside of the building should remain
outside unless the administration directs otherwise.

It is suggested that, prior to closing the classroom door,
teachers should sweep the hallway for nearby students.
Additionally, teachers should take attendance, note the
time, and conduct classroom activities as usual.

In a high school with an open campus policy, communi-
cate as much detail as possible to students who are tem-
porarily off-campus.

RESPONSIBILITY

Typically an administrator is responsible for initiating a
Hold. However, anyone should be able to call for a Hold
if they observe something happening that would require
this action.

PREPARATION

Student, teacher, and administrator training.

Reinforce with students and staff that during a Hold,
classroom activities will continue while the incident is
addressed. Administrators should make a plan for com-
municating with staff, students, and parents/guardians
after a Hold is cleared to provide pertinent information
about the incident.

DRILLS

Hold should be drilled at least once a year, or as man-
dated by state requirements.

CONTINGENCIES

Students are trained that if they are not in a classroom
they may be asked to identify the nearest classroom and
join that class for the duration of the Hold.

EXAMPLES OF HOLD CONDITIONS
The following are some examples of when a school might
initiate a Hold:

® An altercation in a hallway;

® A medical issue that needs attention;

® Unfinished maintenance operation in a common area
during class changes.
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