EVACUATE

TO A LOCATION

Evacuate is called when there is a need to move people
from one location to another for safety reasons.

An on-site evacuation is conducted usually because of
a mechanical failure that would disrupt the school day,
such as a power outage. If it can’t be resolved quickly, the
school may have to plan for early dismissal.

An off-site evacuation may be necessary when it’s no lon-
ger safe to stay in the building such as a gas leak or bomb
threat. In this case, people will be allowed to bring their
personal items with them.

If there has been a violent event at the school, an off-
site evacuation will almost always be necessary since the
school will be deemed a crime scene. People may or may
not be able to bring their personal items with them.

REUNIFICATION AFTER AN EVACUATION
When the students and staff are evacuated off-site, they
may be walking to a different location or being transported
to the location and there will be an organized reunification
of students and parents/guardians at that site.

For in-depth information about conducting a Reunifica-
tion, please refer to The Standard Reunification Method:

Link to either your website or https://iloveuguys.org for
them to learn more.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

The public address for Evacuate is: “Evacuate! To a Loca-
tion” and is repeated twice each time the public address
is performed. For instance, “Evacuate! To the Flag Pole.”

“BEvacuate! To a location.
Evacuate! To a location.”

ACTIONS
The Evacuate Action demands students and staff move in
an orderly fashion to a safe area.

INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM

The School Incident Command System should be initi-
ated.

RESPONSIBILITY

The classroom teacher or administrator is usually respon-
sible for initiating an Evacuation. The directives or actions
may vary for fire, bomb threat, or other emergencies.
Other directions may be invoked during an evacuation,
and students and staff should be prepared to follow spe-
cific instructions given by staff or first responders.

EVACUATE

A location may be stated.

PREPARATION

Evacuation preparation involves the identification of facil-
ity evacuation routes, evacuation assembly points, and
evacuation sites, as well as student, teacher, and admin-
istrator training. An evacuation site may become the reuni-
fication site, so plan accordingly. Ideally, plan to have an
off-site evacuation facility that’s within walking distance,
and another farther away from the school in case the haz-
ard is in the immediate area. Have an MOU in place with
each site to outline expectations and responsibilities in
advance. A sample MOU for this can be downloaded from
iloveuguys.org.

An Evacuation plan must include having all supplies that
people with disabilities may need such as medications,
supplementary mobility devices and accessible routes for
mobility-impaired people.

EVACUATION ASSEMBLY

The Evacuation Assembly refers to gathering at the Evac-
uation Assembly Point(s). Teachers are instructed to
take attendance after arrival at the Evacuation Assembly
Point(s).

Schools with large populations might plan on having mul-
tiple, predetermined assembly points to help manage
crowds.

DRILLS

Evacuation drills should be performed at least twice a
year or as mandated by state law. An Evacuation drill is
very similar to a fire drill. Fire drills are often required reg-
ularly and constitute a valid Evacuation drill.

Drills are also a good opportunity to talk about and prac-
tice alternate exit routes to use in case a certain area is
not safe to walk through.

CONTINGENCIES

Students are trained that if they are separated from their
class during an Evacuation, then joining another group is
acceptable. They should be instructed to identify them-
selves to the teacher in their group after arriving at the
Evacuation Site.

RED CARD/GREEN CARD/MED CARD

After taking roll, the Red/Green/Med Card system is
employed for attendance or first responders to quickly
visually identify the status of the teachers’ classes. Teach-
ers will hold up the Green card if they have all their stu-
dents and are good to go. They hold up the Red card if
they are missing students, have extra students or another
problem, and use the Med card to indicate their need for
some sort of medical attention.

See the Materials section for examples.
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POLICE LED EVACUATION

In the rare situations where law enforcement is clearing
classrooms and escorting students and staff out of the
classroom and through the building after a Lockdown,
it is important to have provided advance instruction on
what to expect.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

There may or may not be any public address notifying
students and staff that law enforcement is performing
these actions.

ACTIONS

As officers enter the classroom, students and staff must
keep their hands visible and empty. It is unlikely they will
be able to bring backpacks, purses, or any personal items
with them during a Police Led Evacuation. Students may
be instructed to form a single file line and hold hands front
and back, or students and staff may be asked to put their
hands on their heads while evacuating.

WHAT TO EXPECT

Prepare students and staff that during a Police Led Evac-
uation, officers may be loud, direct, and commanding.
Students and staff may also be searched both in the
classroom and again after exiting the building.

EMOTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

There is a conversation occurring with law enforce-
ment regarding their role in post-event recovery. This is
a growing concern and warrants conversations between
schools, districts, and agencies about how to keep stu-
dents safe, and reduce the trauma that might be associ-
ated with a Police Led Evacuation.

PREPARATION

Student, teacher, and administrator training.

In the event of a police-led evacuation, policies should be
in place on how to give key access to law enforcement
officers evacuating all rooms in the school building.

MEDIA MESSAGING

To the media/community after an event.
Example Situation: Violent Event

“On (date) at (time of day), (agency name) responded

to (school name) in reference to (event type). Officers
assisted with safely escorting students and staff out of
the school and to the Evacuation and Reunification site
where the (School District) was able to initiate the Reuni-
fication process.”

POLICE LED

Evacuation after a Lockdown

DISPATCH MESSAGING

To responding officers during an event.
Example Situation: Police Led Evacuation

“(Dispatched Units) respond to (school name) to assist
with Evacuation of students and staff. Assistance is
needed to accompany individuals out of the school and
to the Secure Assembly Area at (location). Respond to
the Command Post for your assignment. (timestamp)”

LAW ENFORCEMENT MESSAGING

To responding officers during an event.
Example Situation: Gas Leak

(Police unit name) respond to (area near the school)

to assist with evacuating students from (school name)
because of a gas smell in the building. Meet with (super-
visor) for further information to assist with Evacuation
and Reunification.

LAW ENFORCEMENT GUIDANCE

Once the threat has been neutralized, it is recommended
that first responders re-group and slowly move to the
evacuation phase. Identify the location of the evacuation
area or bus staging area prior to releasing classrooms.
Take this time to discuss emotional responsibility when
releasing classrooms. Begin releasing people from class-
rooms and offices to the designated area.

Law enforcement officers may also be needed to assist
with directing traffic and ensuring the evacuation process
is being done safely.

CONTINGENCIES

Commanders should consider leaving students and staff
in their rooms until transportation arrives. Your team can
also discuss communicating to classrooms that the threat
has been minimized enough that they may Hold in their
classroom and wait for evacuation.

When it’s time, each room can be cleared directly to the
buses in order to minimize trauma.

It is recommended to avoid the scene of the incident
when exiting. Transport directly to the Reunification Site.

TRANSPORTATION

During a police-led evacuation, transportation is going to
be initiated. Have a policy in place for your transportation
department or contracted transportation company so
they are ready to respond in a timely manner with enough
buses.
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