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JVL Wildcat Board Meeting Minutes
July 24, 2025 
John V. Lindsay Wildcat Academy Charter School
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes

Date:	July 24, 2025
Time:	10:00 AM
Place:	17 Battery Pl., 1st Floor, New York, NY 10004

Members Present:
In-Person:	Ronald Tabano
Virtual:	Harvey Newman, Michael Russo, Richard Levine, Lawrence NG

Members Absent:	 Dana Jackson, Evgenia Soldatos

Call to Order:  Mr. Newman called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM on July 25, 2025 

Report of the Chairperson 

The Board accepted the absence of Dana Jackson, and Evgenia Soldatos.

[bookmark: _Hlk171502386]The minutes summarizing the June 18, 2025 board minutes were disseminated prior to the meeting. 

Mr. Newman asked for a motion to accept the June 18 ,2025 minutes 

Motion:	Mr. Levine made the motion to accept the June 18, 2025 minutes
Second:	Mr. Russo seconded the motion.
Vote:	Unanimous.

[bookmark: _Hlk180592901]Mr. Tabano asked for a motion to approve the agenda for July 24, 2025.

Motion:	Mr. Russo made the motion to approve the agenda for July 24, 2025.
Second:	Mr. NG seconded the motion.
Vote:	Unanimous.

[bookmark: _Hlk180593487]Report of the CEO and Principal

Renewal Update – Mr. Tabano informed the board that the school is currently awaiting the release of the renewal material from the NYCDOE authorizers. The requirements will outline the entire application materials and any supplemental material that would be required. The narratives are close to completion. Marygrace has been working diligently with Mr. Tabano, assistant principals from both campuses, and former assistant principal Ed Peterman to do a deep dive into the data points. The board will be updated on the progress and release of renewal application materials.

Summer Session – The summer sessions are three weeks in at both campuses, with impressive daily averages.  The Manhattan campus has close to thirty seniors enrolled who are completing their requirements to qualify for August graduation. The Bronx campus has been averaging approximately 40 students weekly. Summer school at both campuses will conclude on August 15th, with regent’s exam the following week on August 19th and 20th. 

Passing of Bronx Student – Mr. Tabano informed the board that last week a 18-year-old female student who attended the JVL hunts point campus was fatally stabbed at a deli over argument. The school has set up grief counseling supports for both student and staff during this difficult time. 
June Graduation- Mr. Tabano informed the board that the 2025 commencement ceremony that was held last month was one of the best. Every detail from the guest singer, Keynote speaker and student awards really made the event sensational. 

Distraction Free- Policy: Resolution - Pursuant to New York State Education Law §2803, public schools must implement distraction-free school policies prohibiting students' use of internet-enabled devices during the school day on school grounds. The school’s drafted policy was disseminated to the entire board of trustees ahead of the meeting. When approved, it will go into effect on September 1, 2025. 

Mr. Newman asked for a motion to approve the Distraction Free School Policy.

Motion: Mike Russo
Second: Richard Levine
Vote: Unanimous 

 CEI Contract: Resolution – The center for Education Innovation submitted their consultant contract for services on Instructional coaching for leadership and professional development for teachers. Continuous classroom observations are also included in the contact. The service agreement was disseminated to the board of trustees ahead of the meeting.  

Mr. Newman asked for a motion to approve the CEI School year 2025-2026 Consultant Contract.

Motion: Mike Russo
Second: Richard Levine
Vote: Unanimous

17 Battery Update (Richard) – Mr. Levine informed the board that he and Mr. Tabano are now analyzing the proposals and the draft lease language.  In terms of timing, the other first floor tenant (The Film Academy) did, in fact, terminate its lease.  If we are satisfied with the lease and begin building, the space would be available in approximately 12 to 18 months, (late 2026 or early 2027) which I believe is a realistic timeline.  This works well since our current lease ends in August 2028.

Audit and Finance Committee FY 25-26 Budget - According to the minutes from our last meeting, the board accepted the Audit and Finance Committee's approval of the budget for 25-26.  The Audit and Finance Committee met, and approved the budget on June 26, 2025.

Election of Board Members- The board of trustees examined the structure and members in each committee. The consensus was that there would be a reelection of the current board members and they would continue in their capacity as board members and committee members.

Update on current status with Accounting Solutions- Mr. Tabano told the board that he had a great meeting with Adriana and Brian, who are now significant members of the school's internal finance department.  The meeting was followed by a meeting with the external partners at Accounting Solutions.  It was agreed that the school will broaden its scope of collaboration with Accounting Solutions, giving them greater access to the school's accounting database and platforms.


Mr. Newman asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

Motion:	Mr. Levine made the motion to adjourn the meeting
Second:	Mr. Russo seconded the motion
Vote:		Unanimous

The meeting adjourned 10:42 am

The next Board meeting is scheduled for at August 21, 2025 10:00 AM
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